
 

 

 

March 1,  2012 

The Honourable Dalton McGuinty, Premier of Ontario 
Room 281 Main Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park, 
Toronto, ON 
M7A 1A1 
 
Dear Premier: 
 
Save The Oak Ridges Moraine Coalition ((STORM) supports the Province of Ontario’s Green Energy Act 

and related initiatives to become less dependent on coal as a source of electrical energy production. 

However, the installation of industrial-scale energy infrastructure projects across the significant and 

provincially recognized Oak Ridges Moraine landscape raises serious questions and concerns.  

STORM was established in 1989 to raise awareness of the sensitivity of the Moraine’s ecology to impacts 

from urban development and other land and resource uses such as aggregate mining, forest destruction 

and infrastructure projects.  STORM was represented on the two provincial initiatives charged with 

developing long term management strategies for the moraine, the second which provided advice to the 

government that formed the basis of the current legislation and policy framework.  The core of the Oak 

Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (ORMCP) is the recognition of how important the moraine is to the 

ecological and hydrological integrity of south central Ontario.  

The Oak Ridges Moraine is an environmentally sensitive, geological landform that contains the 

headwaters of 65 rivers and streams and whose deep aquifer systems provide clean drinking water 

directly to 250,000 and indirectly to millions more. Due to the topography of the Oak Ridges Moraine, 

wind developers are attracted to this landscape to install their energy infrastructure projects. To date, 

there are  six wind turbine power plant installations that have received Feed-in Tariff (FIT) contracts all 

within the eastern portion of the Moraine. This portion of the Moraine provides both terrestrial core 

and corridor habitat and is a critical  refuge for birds, bats, threatened and/or endangered plants and 

animals, and numerous species at risk.  Many of these projects will require the construction of access 

roads, opening and upgrading of unassumed roads, clear-cutting of significant woodlands, and delivery 

of thousands of truckloads of gravel, sand and concrete onto the Moraine. Aside from the fact the Oak 

Ridges Moraine contains a diversity of woodlands, wetlands, watercourses, kettle lakes, kettle bogs, and 



significant flora and fauna, it is one of the few remaining continuous green corridors in southern 

Ontario. The remnants of tallgrass prairie and oak-pine savanna in the eastern portion of this ancient 

landform are globally threatened ecosystems and may be impacted by wind development.  

STORM’s mandate is to ensure that environmental impacts of wind turbine power plants will not 

jeopardize the future of the Oak Ridges Moraine.  Ontario residents depend on the Oak Ridges Moraine 

as a source of clean water, therefore it is within the public interest to preserve this unique landform for 

generations to follow.  Indeed, given the unique natures of the Niagara Escarpment and the Oak Ridges 

Moraine, the province created stand-alone legislation based on years of study. The Niagara Escarpment 

was studied through a government planning process led by Len Gertler leading to years of public 

consultation, hearings, legislation and Plan development. The Oak Ridges Moraine, after 14 years of 

citizen activism and government and private sector collaboration similarly led to what is now recognized 

internationally as leading edge conservation land use planning. These processes and legislation/plans 

elevate these areas and as such should require proponents of wind projects to be subject to more 

rigorous standards than green energy projects conducted on lands elsewhere in southern Ontario.  

Therefore it is STORM’s position that the Green Energy Act should be applied differently on these two 

provincially significant landscapes relative to other areas of the province. STORM, therefore, respectfully 

requests that the Province make it a requirement that all major energy developers be required to 

conduct a full environmental assessment (Individual EA) containing comprehensive reports on all 

subwatersheds, aquifers, headwaters, natural heritage systems, core and corridor systems surrounding 

proposed energy infrastructure projects.   

STORM  is also very concerned that the objectives of the Oak Ridge’s Moraine Conservation Act will be 

significantly compromised as a result of the sheer numbers of potential wind turbine clusters. Therefore, 

a cumulative impact assessment or strategic level environmental assessment is needed immediately to 

examine the big picture of wind development across the Moraine to determine where development 

might be possible, where it should not occur and how the policies, designations and evaluation 

requirements of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act and Plan should be used in wind 

development EAs. We request that the Province examine the question “how much is too much wind 

development across the Moraine?”  Under the Green Energy Act there appears to be no upper limit of 

energy infrastructure projects that might be permitted on the Oak Ridges Moraine. How will the 

Province determine how many projects are too many? STORM believes that a cumulative impact or 

strategic level EA is required and furthermore that STORM be invited to contribute to its design. 

Furthermore, since no single body such as the Niagara Escarpment Commission is tracking development 

across the entire Moraine, STORM requests that it be circulated in a similar manner as the Niagara 

Escarpment Commission on all wind related developments.    

In conclusion, Save The Oak Ridges Moraine Coalition (STORM) respectfully recommends the following: 

 That the Province of Ontario halt the awarding of Feed-in Tariff contracts and approval of wind 

energy infrastructure projects on the Moraine until full environmental assessments be made 

mandatory.  



 That the Province of Ontario immediately undertake the development of a cumulative 

assessment or strategic level environment assessment to examine the big picture of wind 

development across the Oak Ridges Moraine, and 

 That the Province formally circulate to STORM notices of all wind development applications and 

matters. 

STORM would be pleased to meet with you and your staff to discuss our concerns and 

recommendations to properly plan for and manage wind development on the Moraine.  Thank you for 

this opportunity to express our concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Signed March 1, 2012 

Graham Whitelaw, PhD, MCIP, RPP 

STORM Board of Directors 

CC:  
Hon. Jim Bradley, Minister of Environment 
Hon. Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Hon. Michael Gravelle, Minister of Natural Resources 
Hon. Chris Bentley, Minister of Energy  
Hon. Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure 
 


